90                    Panchapadika

Padmapada gives the following reply: Let us Suppose
that knowledge can bring an object into existence. Is it this
apprehension that brings about the silver? Or some other
apprehension ?

The 'janaka pratiti" (or the apprehension ofjnana which
is to give rise to the silver) is prior to the silver. It does
not have the silver as its object at that time.  The 'pratiti'
and the silver belong to two different times.  When there
was tl:e knowledge (which is the caus.e of silver), there was
ho silver and also no knowledge of silver. Knowledge is
said to be momentary.  Then while there is the apprehen-
sion there is no silver,  and when there is the silver?
the apprehension has ceased to be there. As such this app-
rehension cannot be the cause of the silver coming into
view.

It is some 'dushta karana^ in the jnana that has brought
.about the silver. Prior to this moment there was no 'dushta
karana' in the jnana; nor is there any such defect after the
silver came out. And if the ^pratiti which ^is free from all
defects were to have the silver as its object, then everything
will have to be apprehended in every apprehension.

Does the 'pratiti' create the silver ?  Or no ? That
which gives us something positive is real. Since we accept
this maxim, and since the silver too is a cause of its mean-
tag or apprehension, the silver will have to be real. The
^dnshta karana pratiti9 is taken to bring out the silver,
whence the silver is the ^lambana' for the former. And
since the silver gives us its apprehension or meaning it sho-
uld be accepted as real.